6          PORTRAITS  BY  INFERENCE
shore than that of Sicily. Already, if one
had had the seer's vision, one would have
noted figures mutilating the Hermae. The
ships were all too ready for the Western seas.
For the moment, however, it is 1906 and
not 1914. Everybody is therefore attired in
the following surprising uniform. They wear
the roughest of tweed jackets, ornamented
with immense leather buttons, folded back
to display waistcoats of the most brilliant
and unexpected textures. Their grey flannel
trousers sag on to brogue shoes about four
inches thick, useful no doubt for penetrating
the thicker type of jungle, though perhaps
less appropriate for progress in the High.
Their throats are encompassed by that
double Oxford collar which F. E. Smith wore
when he delivered the speech that made him
famous, and those, whose hair will permit of
this, wear it parted in the middle. By
the side of all of them are white woollen
gloves which added the final touch of
sartorial perfection. And in spite of that
they fill the eye of memory.
Knox continues to read. He has reached
the point in his textual criticism of Holmes
where he has displayed the eight charac-
teristics of the true as opposed to the inter-
polated story. The first of all is unflinching
imbecility on the part of Watson. The
faintest sign of humaft intelligence in the
Dr. and the authenticity of the story is in